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S biched Morttgh James Dicker son Bonner

InPDF-emal Formet A Link to Early California Baptists
Landmark Baptist Church
609 Figueroa Street John Dickerson Bonner “Obituary Notice: James Dickerson Bonner died at
Folsom, CA 95630 his home on Sugar Hill, Modoc County California, July 26, 1898. James
Robert W. Cullifer, Editor Dickerson Bonner, aged 78 years, 7 months and 8 days. Brother Bonner was
Lbfolsom@aol.com born in Allan County Kentucky, December 1819. He was the fourth son of

916.718-9770 Moses J. and Nancy Smith Bonner. He moved to Arkansas in early life and

was married to Elizabeth Gibson October 14, 1841. To her was born three
daughters, who are now all dead. His companion died in 1859. He was
baptized into the fellowship of the Baptist church in 1837, and ordained to
the full work of the gospel ministry in 1848. In 1850 he crossed the plainsin
company with deacon T.H. Garret of Lake City, California, settled in Lake
County, California, where he taught school and preached for a number of
years. October 3, 1861, he was again married to Martha Ella Parker. To her
was born four sons, Walter Parker, James William, John Todd and Lester
Vernon. In 1872 he moved with hiswife and little sons from Lake to Modoc
County, California, and in 1873 he organized the First Baptist church of
Goose Lake, which was the first Baptist church organized in Modoc County.
He was pastor of this church fourteen years, which prospered while he was
pastor. At the close of fourteen years his declining health compelled him to
retire from active pastoral work. The funeral occurred at the Baptist church
in New Pine Creek, July 27. Brother H. Smith preached the sermon, which
was requested by Brother Bonner before his death. Brother Smith took for
his text Rev 13:14. The sermon was appropriate and ably delivered and
listened to by a large and sorrowing congregation of brethren and friends
who followed him to his last resting place. May God bless the sorrowing
family of Brother Bonner.” - S. B. CHASTAIN

THE BAPTIST SENTINEL SEPTEMBER 1, 1898

The History of Landmark Baptists of California—Volume 1, page 71
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AN The Cooperative Association of Missionary Baptist Churches of California
Lec. 18, 1819 1 ; Copyright 2010

James D. Bonner and the churches he pastored were members of the
following California Baptist Associations:
1. The San Francisco Baptist Association
2. The Pacific Baptist Association
3. The Clear Lake Baptist Association
4. The Eastern Baptist Association of California & Oregon
Out of thislast Association camethe fmn
California State Association of Missionary ‘ e e

Baptist Churches in the early 1930’s. New Pine Creek Cem_ete-r)J/ -
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Frank Palmer’s Dailey e-mail Devotional
Wednesday October 26, 2016

Yesterday | shared some thoughts on Pastor Appreciation month. Today, 1’d like to honor
the 4 men who have been my Pastor’s.

First, Pastor Paul Magness — he was the pastor | was saved under
and the pastor who baptized me. He was also the pastor who led my Dad to
‘ the Lord and aso baptized my Dad and my sister, Elaine. Bro. Magness
| was also my pastor when my Dad passed away in 1967 and he took care of
§ my Dad’s funeral. Thankful for his kindness and heart that my family ex-
| perienced during that time. Bro. Magness was my first pastor and was an |
= good encourager down through the yearsin my ministry.

S W Whle

Next was Pastor Larry Reeves — he was my pastor when | announced my call into the
ministry. At that time the Antioch a lot of young/new preachers, at one time maybe close to
20 of us! What a challenge that must have been for Bro. Reeves. A man of great wisdom and
integrity. During my senior year of high school, the clutch went out on my car and Bro.
Reeves spent the whole day helping/teaching me to replace a clutch. | was amazed that he
would spend the whole day helping me!

James Frank Palmer

34 was Pastor Roy Reed — he was my pastor during my seminary years — what a chal-
lenge he had! Pastoring a church and leading a seminary. Probably the best preacher | ever
heard — he could take any subject and break it down so even | could understand. One of great
regrets is that | didn’t take more notes during his sermons!

My last pastor was Pastor Mike Roberson. First met Bro. Mike and his wife Sandy,
when | moved to Bellflower to attend seminary. They were the college age leaders. We
quickly hit it off — eventually he and Sandy moved away as they followed the Lord in their
lives. After graduating seminary, | didn’t feel like I was quite ready to pastor. At that time
(1976) Bro. Mike was pastor at McFarland. Some doors opened up and | was able to move to
McFarland and be their Youth Director for a couple of years. I’ve often said | learned more
during my 2 years under Bro. Roberson than | did at school. I’m thankful that | had a couple
of yearsto get my feet wet under a Pastor like Bro. Roberson before becoming a pastor my-
self.

S W Whle

All four of my Pastor’s have gone on to be with the Lord, but I am so thankful for each one and the part
they played in my development as a believer and as a future pastor. | owe each one a great debt of thanks!!



Tributeto my Father—M. D. Keeling
By David Keeling

David Keeling Facebook Post—October 25, 2016

Many years ago, | was given the rare opportunity to introduce my father before he preached. This being
close to the anniversary of his home-going, | have decided to post my introduction. He probably didn’t
like me saying all this stuff because | gushed a bit. He probably wouldn’t want it posted but | am doing
it because | want to say publicly | appreciate him just as much and even more than the others whom |
have mentioned here over this month.

| He was well placed and well used for the sake of Christ. May each of us have high caliber and capable
men influencing us every day...

INTRODUCTION OF MY FATHER (Dr. M.D. Keeling)

In 1962 two things happened to my father that have dramatically changed the course of his life:
He announced a call to the ministry, and | was born.

Now, he was born Dec.3, 1937, born again in 1947 at the Armona Missionary Baptist Church,
and married Oct 19, 1957, to his High School sweetheart while serving in the Air Force as a ser-
geant. It was during these years the Lord began to call him out as a shepherd of the Lord’s flock.
Upon being discharged from the military, he settled back in the Visalia area, where in Jan of 1962,
he announced his call to preach. They licensed him to the Gospel ministry as well. | was born later
that year and our family soon moved to Southern Californiafor Dad to attend California Missionary
Baptist Institute and Seminary in Bellflower. The Southgate church ordained him in 1968 because &
Pomona Landmark Baptist Church had called him to pastor.

Hispastoratesinclude:

Pomona 1968- 70
Lynwood 1971-1974

Sharon 1974 76

President of Northwest Baptist Institute in Bend Oregon 1976-82
Winston Oregon 1982-86

San Jose Calif. 1986- 1999

With hislast pastorate being Cypress in Sacramento.

He was moderator of local and state associations He spent 10 years on the National Missionary committee and over
15 years as a Baptist Sunday school Committeeman.

While living in the Northwest, dad was instrumental in the establishing of two local and two state associations. He
held a bachelor in ministry, a master in ancient languages and doctorates in Divinity, and Theology.

While | have just listed the achievements of one man’s lifetime it says little about the man himself. Dad talked a lot
about the Dinuba church and when Visalia was just starting out as a church. How Kenneth Hill was his Sunday School
teacher throughout al his teenage and young married life! How that the other teens in that church became pastors and
deaconsin the state of California.

I know from first hand experience, he’s a man who communicates his convictions and has things to say that make for
worthwhile listening. Several years ago, | wrote a tribute to my father for Father’s Day. This is a tradition now for me.
Thiswas my first attempt at putting down in words my relationship with him. And because almost every year of my life,
I have been separated from him on Father’s Day, and because | want to publicly honor him in obedience to the com-
mands of God, but, mostly, because it speaks to the issue of his credibility as a teacher, communicator and man of God,

| want to conclude my remarks by reading this tribute.
Dear Dad,

Y ou can take great comfort in the fact that your voice isthe first voice | remember in my life. You said, and | quote,

“Let’s move Betty, he’ll never find us!” | knew, even back then you had a great amount of style and attitude. When all is

—Continued on page 5




Tributeto my Father—M. D. Keeling
By David Keeling

—Continued from page 4

said and done, | owe an awful lot of my personality to trying to be like you. Those early memories all had the elements
of either laughter or quiet reflection. We either had Uncle Larry or Uncle Curtis, or Uncle Carliss, or somebody from the
church in our home, cracking up with you and mom. Laughter has always been a hallmark trait on our home. Thanks for
that. It was a testimony many times against the situations we were facing as a family. It spoke of a belief you had in
God, that everything was all right and a deep-seated belief that God was aways already working it all out. The quiet
reflection was when it was just our family. | don’t recall a lot of conversations with you. We were laughing; or else |
was waiting for you to talk. 1’d just stand these beside you waiting for you to say something. | didn’t mind the stall, be-
cause | felt you were taking my question seriously, always a concern of mine, and you were forming an answer that
would be both understandable and profound. | think that is probably why | was ready to be saved at the age of six. It was
like a great big switch was being turned on inside of me as | sat there week after week at Pomona, watching you pour
your heart out to the people. | didn’t know what you were talking about all the time, but | knew you did! It was obvious
you had a relationship with God and you always talked about how good that was and how it would change a life. Of
course | wanted that for myself. So, on a Sunday night, in your bedroom, with a house full of visiting family, with mom
kneeling beside me, your God became my God. And | instantly had a better relationship with you. | really grew up with
you and the Lord leading the way. | remember leaving Pomona, the wilderness experiences of Spokane in Washington
State, the decision to move to Walla Walla, and how temporary it all felt. I knew that wasn’t going to last. God made
you to pastor.

I remember dressing up like you (as an airman) for Halloween once. Of all the years, that’s the one | remember. |
guess that’s natural. More than anything else | want to say thanks for being such a great person for me to want to emu-
late.

Then there were the Seminary years. Yours | mean. Back to Bellflower and school. | made friends back then with the
children of your friends and | still have many of those relationships today! Andy, Regina, Shelly, Vicki, Brian, Cheryl
Jimmy Dale, Tim, Bill, Eric, and wouldn’t you know, one of your friends had a daughter, who, 20 years later would be-
come your daughter-in -law. Once again, | see now that you knew what you were doing for your family.

Then came more Seminary years. Yours | mean. As president of Northwest Baptist Institute. What a difference from
LA - once again, our family held together because of good choices. | remember going with you and hearing about your
relationship with your heavenly father.

Then came the Seminary Years. Mine | mean. The money you spent! The choices you made! Helping me decide
what to make of this thing called servanthood. Helping me with my homework. Selling me your good sermons! Ha.
Keeping me on the path of righteousness for His names sake. Allowing God to put me between the hammer and the an-
vil for the purpose of forging me into something worthwhile for the kingdom sake. And when things, circumstance, and
men without character failed me and called my very core into question, you above all others were a voice of clarity and
reason when | desperately needed to hear from an unmovable man of principle.

Sometimes it was in action sometimes it was in deed, and sometimes it was in words, you have been faithful to raise
me in the fear of God. How many times have you said, Son, live your life on principles.” Even though you set the bar
pretty high, you were also there faithfully saying, “You can do it. I believe in you. You belong with me, and I’m here for
you when you need me. Do you best, and you’ll never have regrets. Never forget | love you”

Well, I’ve said it before, and | am reminded of it again today that, you gave me a physical inheritance that made it
easy for me to accept my spiritual inheritance. I’m glad that | learned from the best on how to be a father. Between my
two dads one earthly and one heavenly, | have been made whole, healed of my physical illnesses, my mental sicknesses
and my spiritual woes. | know now | need to pass the baton on to the next generation of Keeling's and spread the news
that life is better now and in eternity when you have fathers who love their heavenly Father.

Ladies and gentleman, |1 am thankful to introduce to you tonight’s speaker. Listen to what my father Dr. M.D. Keel-
ing hasto say. Apply it to your heart and be forever changed. hashtag iappreciatemdkeeling

Thank you Brother David for sharing your heart and memories of your Dad.




How To Organize A Baptist Church
John R. Blalock
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How To Organize A Baptist Church—Continued
John R. Blalock
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Page 2
Organize a Egpﬁis
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respect and copperation,

HmmeuerBaptlstsiecmqnlzennauthmrlty
in this matter except the local church.

If the members of m mew church heave et
the Scriptural quslificationsas to sal-

vatinn
gether
tural ;
whole
should
would still beno less a Scriptural, New
Testament Church. Among true, indepen-
dent Missionary Baptists, I don't think
such a thing could ever happen, but
amecng others it sometimes does. J.R.B.
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FROM THE EDITOR ..

- Ue bﬁhtlnuallu thank tnuse mho re-
‘memaer ‘us here and hops to be more and
more # b19551ng quDU “and Lﬂ'thE ger-
vice af CthSE .

April 15th severof he mission here ™
inm Partlahd Joined at Union Baptist
‘Bheridan, and since then my
mlssiun work bes been extended. I am
presching. for -them ‘Sunday . and

Sunddy motmings, Thoarsday evening the
@t the Marguand
home in OregonCity, and Sunday evening
services at the Folsumhome inPortland.

. They also hold Sunday morning Sunday
~.sthonl and mhurch SErvices
and of cpurse the —

in one of
Bro, Folsum
speak at these sar-

their homes pach Sunday.
or Bro. Msrgquand

vices. They have sdopted the name,
"House of Prayer Baptist Mission,”
Recéﬁtly two have professed salva-

tion in Sumday school classes, Sister
Folsum also leads weskly home Bible
study classes in Oregon ity and has
now started a Bible club fur children
there alsc. We rejoice in the mis-
slonurg zeal of this group,

-»]chn R .. Blalock

oy B

BHLBDN NEWS AND NOTES
Recently we have learned that Eld.

M Mcﬂx&whas resigned.as pastor st

FUqul Oregon, because of poar health.

‘e alsu learned that Eld. C. V, Blan-

chard has resigned as pastor at New
Pine Creek of the First Baptist Church

'of Goose Lake, which recently celebra-

ted its 1Dmthann1uersary. We sincerely
pray God to bless and lead these pastors

‘and:also these churches that each may

find.the’right man . for the plece,

May 12trtYDung Penples Hallyat Union
Baptist .Church was & wonderful day of
fellowshipenjoyed hyall., Bro. Durtis
Dearing, of Coguille (Empire M,B.E.J
did a fine.Jjob of leading the program,
At ngon there was a Emetuqus dinner
out under the pak trees. :




Facebook Gleanings

Eld. Shawn Hendrix—Collage
2016 Coastal Cooper ative Association

Richard Paday John Thiem

Active Duty

Todd Dornan Henry Reed

Brethren, for your ServicetotheLord
and to our Country. God Bless You.




